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BUDGETING FOR CONSUMERS
By Sidney Elkin, Founder

o Intoday's uncertain economy, budgeting and financial planning is

= vital regardless of income. In order to stretch your dollars, it is
increasingly necessary to control spending by becoming aware of
how and where you spend your income.

Creating a budget, makes it more possible to live within the family income and also helps control credit card
use, especially if you carry a balance. A realistic monthly budget requires knowing your take home income,
including wages, Social Security, pension, child support income, unemployment insurance and food stamps.

The second aspect of a budget, recording daily purchases, no matter how small, for three months, in order to
get a clear spending pattern. Tracking family expenses in the following categories is very helpful:
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HOUSING: rent/mortgage, insurance, real estate taxes.
COMMUNICATION; land and cell phones, cable TV, internet.
UTILITIES: electric, gas, water, trash.

TRANSPORTATION: car payments, gas, repairs, auto insurance.
GROCERIES: food in and out of home.

CLOTHING: purchases including laundry and dry cleaning.
PERSONAL CARE: grooming items.

INSURANCE: health, dental, life.

GIFTS: gifts and charity.

CHILD CARE, entertainment, household items.

DEBTS: credit card and other debts.

INCOME TAX: any additional taxes owed.

These percentages are only guidelines, depending on family size, to help reduce debt and prevent impulse
spending and increase savings.

If spending exceeds monthly income, adjustments need to be made. Do comparative price shopping for
food and drug items, use manufacturers coupons found in Sunday papers. Buy on sale, use thrift shops.
Stop using credit cards if you carry a monthly balance. Credit card interest may be keeping you in debt. Re-
quest providers to review your cable, telephone and internet service charges seeking a better rate plan.

If you are paying private mortgage insurance, you can request cancellation of mortgage insurance if you
have 20% equity in your home. Attempt to develop an emergency savings account from any savings budg-
eting provides.

ACP can provide assistance in developing a family budget. Call our office at 724-770-2078.



** CONSUMER ALERT **

Attorney General Kane concerned with spikes

in consumer electricity bills this winter
Asks Pennsylvania consumers to send complaints and documentation
promptly

HARRISBURG - Over the past few weeks, the Office of Attorney General's
Bureau of Consumer Protection and the independent Office of Consumer
Advocate each have received hundreds of calls and complaints from con-
sumers regarding unexpected and dramatic spikes in the cost of their elec-
tricity. Complaints suggest that in some circumstances consumer electricity
costs increased as much as 300 percent in recent months. Many of the con-
sumers affected appear to have recently switched to variable-rate pricing for
their electricity.

Attorney General Kane is asking consumers to be proactive and quickly submit complaints about abnormal
and extreme increases in electricity rates on recent utility bills. Complaints should be sent with documenta-
tion on contracts, billing, and marketing from energy generation suppliers.

"These spikes in the price of electricity are alarming and have put many consumers, especially the poor and
elderly, in a dire situation," Attorney General Kane said. "It is my duty to protect consumers and act on their
behalf. We are looking at these price increases and will be prepared to take action to protect affected con-
sumers."

The Attorney General's Bureau of Consumer Protection is working collaboratively with the independent
Office of Consumer Advocate to learn whether consumers have been improperly overcharged for their elec-
tricity.

Many factors may contribute to increased electric prices, including increased usage during a particularly cold
winter season and rate fluctuations. Attorney General Kane noted, however, that price gouging - increasing
prices above any increased costs - during a state of emergency is prohibited in Pennsylvania. Governor Cor-
bett declared a state of emergency on Feb. 5, 2014.

In order to be most effective in helping consumers, Attorney General Kane said consumers should file com-
plaints with the Bureau of Consumer Protection and submit any of the following documentation: marketing
materials, bills, contracts, terms and conditions, and sign-up/welcome letters. Documentation is required to
fully understand whether consumers' rights have been violated and what action may be appropriate to ad-
dress the spike in prices.

You can contact the Attorney General’s office at 1-800-441-2555 or by email consum-
ers@attorneygeneral.gov .



Contact: Valerie McElvy 524 Franklin Center
Professional Outfitters & Variety Aliquippa, PA 15001
Shoppe

Phone: 724-378-7547

Fax: (724) 378-9809

Email: vmcelvy@franklincenter.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Professional Outfitters and Variety Shoppe Shoe Drive to Benefit Individuals in
Transition, Microenterprise in Developing Nations, and the Environment

The public is invited to participate in a shoe collection drive to support Professional
Outfitters and Variety Shoppe mission of helping individuals in transition beginning
February 20, 2014

New Brighton, PA, February 18, 2014: Professional Outfitters and Variety Shoppe, a program of the Franklin Center of
Beaver County, is conducting a shoe collection drive on February 20, 2014 through May 9, 2014. to raise funds in order
sustain the mission of providing clothing and other basic tangible items to individuals in transition while also benefiting
microenterprise ventures in developing nations and keeping old shoes out of local landfills. Individuals can help by
donating at 1035 Third Avenue New Brighton, PA 15066 or the Franklin Center, 524 Franklin Avenue Aliquippa, PA
15001.

In the US alone, approximately 630 million pairs of shoes are thrown away per year. The materials used to manufacture
a pair of shoes are created from chemical compounds, the kind that will create health hazards if left to disintegrate
openly or in landfills. By donating gently worn shoes to the Professional Outfitters and Variety Shoppe, what would have
gone into landfills will be given a second chance to make a difference. All donated shoes will be redistributed through
microenterprise partners and uscd in developing nations for impoverished people to start, maintain and grow an
enterprise to feed, clothe and house their families.

“We are very excited to be conducting this shoe drive in the Beaver County area notes Valerie McElvy, Program
Manager. "This campaign will raise funds that directly support the mission of Professional Outfitters and Variety
Shoppe to help individuals in transition. The additional advantages of diverting shoes from the waste stream and
creating commerce and sustaining peoples’ lives make this a win-win for everyone,” said McElvy. "Our goal is to collect
5000 pairs of shoes, and the only way we can do that is if people step up and help. So, | am calling on everyone in our
community to gather up their unwanted, gently worn shoes and bring them to one of our collection sites."

Shoe donations can be made at:

e Professional Outfittefs and Variety Shoppe, 1035 Third Avenue, New Brighton, PA 15066
Hours: 11:00 A.M. —4:00 P.M. Monday through Saturday

e The Franklin Center, 524 Franklin Avenue, Aliquippa, PA 15001
Hours: 8:30 —4:30 P.M. Monday through Friday

If you would like to participate in the shoe drive or host a collection box you may contact Valerie McElvy by phone at
724-378-7547 or e-mail vmcelvy@franklincenter.org.
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Spring AC Tune-UP Makes “Cents.”

By Sherry Lewis, Homer Nine & Sons, Inc.

| What could you do with an extra $30 a month? Maybe go out
to dinner, pay down debts or sock it away in savings.

Homeowners who do an annual tune-up on their whole-house
air conditioning system save an average of $30 a month on
electricity with the improved efficiency. And there’s nothing
worse than on a hot humid day your air conditioner breaks
down. Studies have shown that a regular check-up by a trained
technician could prevent more than 70 percent of air condi-
tioning and compressor break downs.

. ‘j?‘r An air conditioning tune-up should include checking the elec-
e Y 21‘~trical connections and capacitor, plus if refrigerant levels are
properly charged. A tune-up will also include cleaning and inspection of the evaporator, condenser, blower
and filter.

This simple preventative maintenance can help you keep your cool throughout the dog days of summer
and increase the lifespan of your AC unit.

MONEY SAVING TIPS

e Write a list before you go shopping — and stick to it. One should never go
into a store without a strong idea of what one will be buying while in there.
Make a careful plan of what you’ll buy before you go, then stick strictly to
that list when you go to the store. Don’t put anything in the cart that’s not
on the list, no matter how tempting, and you’ll come out of the store sav-
ing a bundle.

¢ Call your credit card company and ask for a rate reduction. Take any of
your credit cards that are carrying a balance, flip them over, and call the

number on the back. Tell them that you want an interest rate reduction or
you’ll take your business elsewhere. If the first person you talk to won’t do
it, ask to talk to a supervisor. If you have a $5,000 balance, even a 3% rate

reduction saves you $150 a year.



SPECIAL EVENTS ----MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Provider by Holly Nicely, Waste Management

National Take-Back Day April 26", 2014
Annually there are two days scheduled by the U.S. Department of a
Justice-Drug Enforcement Administration in April and in October. v §

The days are scheduled to focus on collecting used or unwanted

prescription drugs in a safe, convenient, and responsible method. )
Locations and hours can be found by visiting www.dea.gov after

April 1, 2014.

Spring Tire Collections April 26" Findlay Township Road Dept.
1058 Clinton Road Clinton, PA 15126
May 10™ New Sewickley Twp. Bldg.
233 Miller Road Rochester, PA 15074
May 17" Ohioville Borough Bldg.
6268 Tusca Road Industry, PA 15052
May 31* Big Beaver Borough Bldg.
114 Forest Drive Darlington,

PA 16115

Old tires are a problem, what do you do with them? Independ-
ence Conservancy and many supporting municipalities schedule
dates to collect car and truck tires for a small fee. Additional in-
formation regarding cost and hours can be found at
www.independenceconservancy.com The Fall Tire Collection schedule will be listed at a later
date. If tires accumulate they can pose health, safety and fire hazards. Tires that are un-
wanted can hold water that may breed mosquitoes that carry the West Nile Virus. Take ad-
vantage of tire collections.

Household Hazardous Waste Collection October 11, 2014

What do you do with products that say CAUTION, WARNING, POISION, or
FLAMMABLE on the label that you no longer have a use for, it is left over,
it not wanted and has to be disposed of? The Household Hazardous
Waste Collection (HHW) is the perfect opportunity to bring those items
to. Acceptable items include: aerosol cans, automotive fluids, batteries,
gasoline, kerosene, household cleaners, paint products, pesticides, and
pool chemicals. The event is at Brady’s Run Park Recycling Center from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.
For more information call 724-770-2068.



http://www.independenceconservancy.com

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT
ATTIC VENTILATIONAND ATTIC INSULATION

By Gene Jordan, Jordan Home Improvement

The purpose of ventilating your attic is to equalize temperatures
inside the attic with the outside.

In the summer, an invented attic could become so hot that it
would shorten your shingle life and increase the load on your air
conditioner.

In the winter, the result of poor ventilation and insulation could
cause ice dams in gutters that would back up onto the roof under
the shingles, damaging the wood, leaking into the house, damag-
ing plaster or drywall. In some situation, gutters have been virtually torn away from the house.

The moist air from inside the home can condense on attic surfaces causing mildew, rotting wood, wet insu-
lation, not to mention loss of heat in the home, resulting in high heating bills.

The solution to these problems would be to have adequate attic insulation and ventilation.

The best advice would be having professional roofing and ventilation expert give you an evaluation.




Our Business Members

u Abbey Carpet "

" " 247_} 724-728-2228
" Heritage Place Gallery of Floors " SR RO
n n

n . n - o

b 105 Pleasant Drive : Beaver Valley Remodeling

" o " Windows + Decks + Dry Wall + Roofing

" Aliquippa, PA 15001 u Vinyl Siding * Soffit & Fascia * Gutters « Flooring

n " Kitchens & Bathrooms « Electric « Plumbing » Ceramic Tile
u 724-378-1925 or u

" beavercountypa.abbeycarpet.com "

PA 10253

JOHN T. ENGEL “JACK

P.O. Box 1
New Brighton, PA 15066
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Beaver Valley Sheet Metal
Heating—Air Conditioning—
Water Heaters
1215 Pennsylvania Avenue
Monaca, PA 15061
724-775-7300
www.beavervalleysheetmetal.com

“Keeping you warm - keeping you cool"
since 1956

Beaver Valley Floral
511 State Street
Baden, PA 15005
800-464-8009
724-869-0220

Flowers for All Occasions.

George M Brobeck Co., Inc
3417 Brodhead Road
Aliquippa PA .15001
Phone: 724-775-8872

www.brobecksystems.com

Residential & Commercial Security
“Securing the Tri-State Area Since
1965.”

PA HIC # 29466
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| The Concordia Visiting Nurses |
I team includes nurses, medical :
: social workers, physical, speech,
1 and occupational therapists, IV !
: and wound care nursing, home :
1 health aides, medical equipment !
: technicians, respiratory therapists :
1 and more. All of these individu- 1
 als work hard to provide the best X
1 service and products in your own |
' home. Call us today at '
11.866.869.8669 or visit online at 1
| www.concordiavn.org to see how X
1 at Concordia Visiting Nurses, we :

1

Conrose Maintenance and Repair, LLC

303 Grove Street, New Brighton, PA 15066
Phone: 724 843-3546, Cell: 724 816-0976
wWww.conrose-repair-llc.com PA004463

Our business is dedicated to providing residences
and businesses with professional repair and general
construction of the highest quality at truly competi-

tive prices. Grounds maintenance and repair, car-

pentry, electrical, plumbing, ramps, decks, installa-
tion, grab bars, toilets, tubs, etc. light construction

Electric Carage Door Sales
1128 Pennsylvania Avenue
Monaca, PA 15061
724-774-3200
www.electricgaragedoorsales.com

Electric garage door openers
Residential & Commercial parts
& Service
PA042047
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John W. Nelson, CLU, CFP

I President

Greater Allegheny Financial Group, LLC

Affiliated with the Securian Financial Network

|
|
i

SECURIAN

o I

Gagne Home Improvements

266 Marshall Road,
Monaca, PA 15061
724-775-7355

Roof, windows, siding, soffit and fascia,
gutters, downspouts and gutter cleaning

--- licensed and insured ---
free estimates PA044020



http://www.beavervalleysheetmetal.com
http://www.concordiavn.org/

Our Business Members—Continued

F.D. Strano Sales
997 Merchant Street
Ambridge, PA 15009
724-266-8899 or fdstrano.com

F.D. Strano Sales & Four Seasons Sunrooms
offers window and door installation and a

complete line of patio enclosures, solariums,

conservatories and porch covers. PA12929

Homer Nine and Sons, Inc
415 Mulberry St., Beaver, PA 15009
724-774-4405
homer9@homer9.com
Established in 1943
furnaces, air conditioners, heat pumps,
water heaters, boilers, humidifiers, etc.

Housing Authority Of Beaver County
300 State Street, Beaver, PA 15009
724-775-1220 or

www.beavercountyhousing.org

Carl DeChellis, Executive Director
Affordable housing opportunities for income
eligible families & seniors. Contact us for infor-
mation about the Home Improvement Program
& Weatherization Assistance.

PA5633

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY  HACB
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JORDAN HOME IMPROVEMENTS
2100 Sheffield Road
Aliquippa, PA 15001

PA007719

Lucci Kitchen & Bath Center, Inc.
3589 Brodhead Road
Monaca, PA 15061
724-774-6692 or visit us at
www.luccikitchens.com

A tradition of quality and service for over 65 years

724-375-1149 or 800-822-3559

Repair and installation of roofs, siding, i o
has made Lucci’s a forerunner in kitchens and

windows, soffit and fascia, gutters and bathrooms

in the Beaver County. PAOAGH1C14192

downspouts

SKERLEC CONTRACTING INC.

AA SRSA, INC.

Snow Response Specialists

J TOLL 3578 BRODHEAD ROAD
FUNERAL & Associates, Inc. - srsainc.com MONACA, PA 15061
H(?g}l(lf 2559 Darlington Road PHONE: 724-775-5611

M Goner 724-847-2027 FREE ESTIMATES/ CONSULTATIONS

www.nollfuneral.com
333 Third Street skerlec_contracting@yahoo.com
PA 6338

Commercial Snow Plowing

600 Beaver Av . .
SR & Parking Lot Maintenance

Beaver, PA 15009 Midland, PA 15059
(724) 728-5171

(724) 643-1630
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More Service Than You Expect Beaver Falls,PA 15010 ' RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL |
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CONTACT US

1

1

1

1

' 469 Constitution Boulevard, Rt. 51,
! Fallston (New Brighton) PA 15066
! Phone: 724 770-2078

! Fax: 724 770-2079

' Web Site: www.ACP-Beaver.org
1

1

1

:

1

1

1

1

1

1

Wagner's Home Remodeling, Inc
828 Third Avenue, New Brighton,
PA 15066 724-847-1433 or

www.wagnershomecenter.com
Family owned and operated, we pride ourselves on
our quality products and services, offering free in-
home estimates and professional installation by Wag-
ner's highly trained technicians. And all Wagner’s
Home Center technicians are employees, which mean
that we use no sub-contractors! PA11419

E-Mail: rlivengood@acp-beaver.org

Office hours are 9AM —4PM
Monday thru Friday.

Walk ins Welcome
or call to schedule an appointment.



http://www.wagnershomecenter.com
http://www.beavercountyhousing.org
http://www.acp-beaver.org/
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ALLIANCE FOR CONSUMER PROTECTION
BEAVER COUNTY

469 Constitution Blvd, Suite 3

New Brighton, PA 15066

10

STANDARD MAIL
Permit No. 213
Beaver Falls, PA 15010

Alliance for Consumer Protection

Beaver County

www.acp-beaver.com



