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Alliance for Consumer Protection, Beaver County 

“THE KEY” Member, Beaver County Chamber of Commerce 
                                      Mediation and Solution 

3rd Quarter 2016 

The ACP is funded in part by the PA Department of Community and Economic Development . 

Material support is provided by the Beaver County Board of Commissioners. 

MEDICAL IDENTITY THEFT  By Sid Elkin 

In recent years medical ID theft has increased partly due to breaches in computer systems 
of health insurance companies.  It is estimated that nearly 80 million personal records of 
customers and employees were breached disclosing names, social security numbers and 
other personal data. 

In 2015 three major health insurers including all Blue Cross-Blue shield groups have been 
victims of hackers who gained access to over 90 million persons.  Cyber criminals profit 
from health-care data which bring higher prices on the black market than credit card or so-
cial security thievery.   

Consumers need to become aware of how stolen medical records are used by thieves. 

A thief may use your name or health insurance number to see a doctor, order prescrip-
tion drugs or file a claim with your insurance carrier. The intruder's health treatment 
may become mixed with your health records causing future difficulties. 

ID thieves may bill your insurance for fake or inflated treatment claims.  Crooks may be 
doctors or other medical personnel who purchase patient information to set up fake 
clinics to make bogus claims.  Some may use your data to obtain narcotic drugs to 
sell or for use of their own addiction. 

They may use your ID to secure free treatment if they lack health insurance. 

SIGNS OF MEDICAL ID THEFT:   

----Receiving insurance or Medicare statements for services which don't pertain to you. 

----Bills for medical services you never received. 

----Collection notations on your credit report you don't recognize. 

----Insurance company notices that you have reached benefit limits. 

----Denial of insurance for a medical condition you do not have. 

STEPS TO PROTECT YOURSELF FROM MEDICAL ID THEFT: 

Be wary of offers for free health services or products which require giving your health plan 
number and your ID information.  Thieves may pretend to work for insurance companies,  
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doctor offices or pharmacies.  Carefully check out all offers before giving information. Don't 
provide insurance or ID information by phone or Email unless you initiated the contact. 

Shred health insurance and doctor reports and the labels from prescription bottles before 
disposing of them.  Before sharing medical or insurance information on line, look for the 
“lock icon” on your computer browser bar or a URL that begins HTTPS, to make sure the site 
is secure. The “S” indicates secure. 

If you believe your ID has been stolen, report it to police and seek assistance for correcting 
the records by calling our office.  

Dealing with Debt in Retirement 

1. Trim down expenses. Separate your needs from your 

wants. Look over bank statements and credit card statements with 

an honest perspective to remove spending that is not meeting a 

need.  

2. Sell. Retirement is a great time to go through all those 

things that are sitting in the garage or attic. Contact a local con-

signment shop or list items on Craigslist to raise some funds to 

pay down debt. 

3. Refinance. Move high interest credit cards onto low 

or no interest credit cards. If the balance transfer fee would 

be too high, consider a peer-to-peer loan. Most peer-to-

peer loans offer 11 % interest, which is still lower than 

most credit cards.      

4. Double Payments. Making minimum payments to credit cards will pro-

long the time and interest that it takes to pay off the debt. Doubling the pay-

ments will pay down the principal faster and over time lessen the amount of in-

terest paid on the debt.  
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CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS 

ACP is looking for a few volunteers to assist in our Fallston office.  The 

work is light but rewarding.  General office skills are helpful.  You would be 

answering phones and using the computer ( we will train you) to help  

consumers resolve their complaints or find answers to their questions.  

Just 1 day a week for a few hours, is all that is needed. 

If you are interested in discussing volunteering with ACP, please contact 
Mary Pardue at 724-770-2078 or email info@acp-beaver.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are a few helpful contact phone numbers if you be-

come a victim of identity theft.  

 Pa Attorney General Consumer Protection 1-800-441-2555 

 Federal Trade Commission 1-877-438-4338 

 Social Security Card Fraudulent Use 1-800-269-0271 

 US Postal Inspection for mail crimes 1-877-876-2455 

 Retrieve a copy of your credit report 1-877-322-8228 

 Reporting a concern or complaint about PA financial institutions or 

products 1-800-PA-BANKS 

 Contact our office to help you navigate the process of addressing 

identify theft  724-770-2078 

Remember, all of our services are FREE!!!!! 

  
  
  

        

mailto:info@acp-beaver.org
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 Purchasing Clothing 

According to Time.com, there are times of the year 

that are best to purchase different retail items. In an 

online article posted on their website, the following 

date and months are best for purchasing specific 

items.  

*December 26th-Best day of the year to buy clothing. 

*January and February– Best months to purchase a coat. 

*November and April– Best months to purchase sneakers. 

*October– Best month to purchase jeans. 

*January-Best month to purchase a suit. 

*September– Best month to purchase a swimsuit. 

Planning ahead to make retail clothing purchases can save you money and em-

power you to make good financial choices. Happy Shopping!!! 

Never believe that a few caring 

people can't change the world. 

For, indeed, that's all who ever 

have. 

~Margaret Mead 
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Our Business Members 

Abbey Carpet 

Heritage Place Gallery of Floors 

105 Pleasant Drive 

Aliquippa, PA  15001 

724-378-1925 or  

beavercountypa.abbeycarpet.com 

Beaver Valley Sheet Metal 

Heating—Air Conditioning— 

Water Heaters 

1215 Pennsylvania Avenue 

 Monaca, PA 15061 

724-775-7300 

www.beavervalleysheetmetal.com 

“Keeping you warm - keeping you cool" 

since 1956 

George M Brobeck Co., Inc 

3417 Brodhead Road 

Aliquippa PA .15001 

Phone: 724-775-8872 

www.brobecksystems.com 

Residential & Commercial Security 

“Securing the Tri-State Area Since 

1965.” 

PA HIC # 29466 

Conrose Maintenance and Repair,LLC 

303 Grove Street, New Brighton, PA 15066 

Phone: 724 843-3546, Cell: 724 816-0976 

www.conrose-repair-llc.com PA004463 

Our business is dedicated to providing residences 

and  businesses with professional repair and general 

construction of the highest quality at truly competi-

tive prices.  Grounds maintenance and repair, car-

pentry, electrical, plumbing, ramps, decks, installa-

tion, grab bars, toilets, tubs, etc. light construction  

 

Electric Garage Door Sales 

1128 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Monaca, PA  15061 

724-774-3200 

www.electricgaragedoorsales.com 

Electric garage door openers 

Residential & Commercial parts  

& Service 

PA042047 

The Concordia Visiting Nurses 
team includes nurses, medical 
social workers, physical, speech, 
and occupational therapists, IV 
and wound care nursing, home 
health aides, medical equipment 
technicians, respiratory therapists 
and more. All of these individu-
als work hard to provide the best 
service and products in your own 
home. Call us today at 
1.866.869.8669 or visit online at 
www.concordiavn.org to see how 
at Concordia Visiting Nurses, we 
put our faith in caring. 

Lucci Kitchen & Bath Center, Inc. 

3589 Brodhead Road 

Monaca, PA  15061  

724-774-6692 or visit us at 

www.luccikitchens.com 
A tradition of quality and service for over 65 years 

has made Lucci’s a forerunner in kitchens and 

bathrooms 

in the Beaver County.  PAOAGH1C14192 

http://www.beavervalleysheetmetal.com
http://www.concordiavn.org/
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JORDAN HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

2100 Sheffield Road 

Aliquippa, PA 15001     

PA007719 

724-375-1149 or 800-822-3559 

Repair and installation of roofs, siding, 

windows, soffit and fascia, gutters and 

downspouts 

Our Business Members—Continued 

SRSA, INC. 

Snow Response Specialists  

& Associates, Inc. - srsainc.com 

2559 Darlington Road  

Beaver Falls,PA  15010  

724-847-2027 

Commercial Snow Plowing  

& Parking Lot Maintenance 

 

Housing Authority Of Beaver County 

300 State Street, Beaver, PA  15009   

724-775-1220 or 

www.beavercountyhousing.org 

Carl DeChellis, Executive Director 

Affordable housing opportunities for income 

eligible families & seniors.  Contact us for infor-

mation about the Home Improvement Program 

& Weatherization Assistance. 

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY      HACB 

Homer Nine and Sons, Inc  

415 Mulberry St., Beaver, PA 15009 

724-774-4405 

homer9@homer9.com 

Established in 1943 

furnaces, air conditioners, heat pumps, 

water heaters, boilers, humidifiers, etc.  

PA5633 

CONTACT US 

469 Constitution Boulevard, Rt. 51,  
Fallston (New Brighton) PA 15066 

Phone: 724 770-2078  
Fax: 724 770-2079 

Web Site: www.ACP-Beaver.org         

 E-Mail: mpardue@acp-beaver.org 

Office hours are 9AM—4PM 
Monday thru Friday. 

Walk ins Welcome  
or call to schedule an appointment. 

SKERLEC CONTRACTING INC. 

3578 BRODHEAD ROAD 

MONACA, PA  15061 

PHONE:  724-775-5611 

RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL  INDUSTRIAL 

FREE ESTIMATES/ CONSULTATIONS 

skerlec_contracting@yahoo.com 

PA 6338 

 Wagner’s Home Remodeling, Inc 
828 Third Avenue, New Brighton,  

PA  15066  724-847-1433 or 
www.wagnershomecenter.com 

Family owned and operated, we pride ourselves on 
our quality products and services, offering free in-

home estimates and professional installation by Wag-
ner's highly trained technicians. And all Wagner’s 

Home Center technicians are employees, which mean 
that we use no sub-contractors!    PA11419  

 

http://www.beavercountyhousing.org
http://www.acp-beaver.org/
http://www.wagnershomecenter.com
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ALLIANCE FOR CONSUMER PROTECTION 

BEAVER COUNTY 

469 Constitution Blvd, Suite 3 

New Brighton, PA  15066 

STANDARD MAIL 

Permit No. 213 

Beaver Falls, PA  15010 

Alliance for Consumer Protection 

Beaver County 

www.acp-beaver.com 
 


