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BE WARY OF TAX SCAMS DURING TAX TIME  
 

Since identity theft increases during filing season, 

consumers should be suspicious of e-mails with the IRS name or 

logo. 

If you receive an e-mail claiming the IRS sent it, you may 

be a target of persons attempting to gain access to your personal and 

financial information. DO NOT open or reply to such e-mails and 

attachments which claim to be from the IRS. The IRS does not 

contact tax payers via e-mail. Forward such e-mails top the IRS at 

phising@irs.gov 

 

                SOME IMPORTANT TIPS : 

 

1.   SAFEGUARD YOUR MAIL : W-2 earning forms are mailed by 

January 31. If your mail box is not locked, thieves can steal this vital 

document from open mail boxes. Consider getting a locked mail box. 

2.  PROFESSIONAL TAX PREPARERS: The person you hire 

will have access to all of your personal and financial data. Carefully 

choose your tax preparer. If you only have a W-2 form, earned less 

than $40,000 and are using a 1040A tax form, consider preparing 

your own tax return, using forms on the internet. Go on line; it is 

free. 

3.  INSTANT REFUND SCAMS: Some tax preparers promise ñfast 

moneyò at tax refund time. Victims of these schemes don't realize 

that an instant refund is actually a ñrefund anticipated loanò with very 

high interest rates as much as 36% per $100 you receive. Refunds 

should take 8-15 days. You can receive your tax refund more quickly 

at no cost by using the IRS's e-file program and have the refund 

directly deposited into your bank account. This process is done 

within 10 days.  

4.  VOID PROMISES OF LARGER REFUNDS: Some preparers 

brag that they will get you a larger refund than other tax preparers. 

This may not be accurate unless inappropriate deductions are used. 

 5.  WHAT WILL TAX PREPARATION COST?:  Always ask 

ahead of time what will be the cost of their services for preparing 

your return. Avoid preparers who base their fee on a percentage of 

the refund amount. 

6.  TAX AUDITS:  Will the tax preparer stand behind their work and 

represent you in case of an audit or for IRS questions? 

CONSUMERS SHOULD SELECT PROFESSIONAL TAX 

PREPARERS 

Dick Dupree, President             
     Sidney Elkin-ACP Founder     

  

The ACP is funded in part by the PA Department of Community and Economic Deve lopment  
Material support is provided by the Beaver County Board of Commissioners.  

 

What We Do é 

We have had a great year at the Alliance for Consumer 

Protection and have had the privilege of helping many of you 

and others in the county.  Over 140 cases were opened and 

worked on during 2011. 

We have helped a couple recoup insurance money that was due 

to them but not paid; we have helped a woman and her family 

get their house out of foreclosure and helped negotiate payment 

plans; we have helped a gentleman who came to us for auto 

inspection issues; we have helped a frustrated man finally get 

his diabetic shoes repaired properly; we have helped many 

consumers get refunds for undue charges or work not 

performed; we have counseled many in the ways of budgeting 

and helped as many with credit issues. 

Know that when you walk in the door, your problem becomes 

ours and is not too small nor too large.  Chances are with our 

knowledge and experience we can help you resolve you issue, 

and if not, we will know just where to send you.  Stop by, let us 

tell you what weôre all about. 

. 
    Dick Dupree 

    ACP Board President 

  Fourth Quarter 2011  

http://www.acp-beaver.org/
mailto:cp@beavercountypa.gov
mailto:phising@irs.gov
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What is the solution? Some of the better ideas are 

to start your teenager out with a savings account at a local 

credit union; purchase a prepaid or secured credit card for 

emergencies only, (not pizza); and keep an eye on their 

credit reports. Pull a free credit report every four months 

from one of the credit reporting agencies for young adults 

18 and older to make sure no one is using their credit. Show 

them how to do it and stress that this is personal information 

that should not be left lying around a dorm room or in a 

house shared with roommates. The website 

Annualcreditreport.com is the site to go to and you can 

choose from any of the three, Equifax, Experian or 

TransUnion or you can download a form and mail it to 

Annual Credit Request Service, P.O. Box 105281, Atlanta, 

GA  30348-5281. It takes approximately three weeks to 

receive a credit report in the mail.  

 

What does the future holds = Get Ready! Itôs already 

here. 

Key logging ï software that follows everything 

you type into your phone including passwords ï 

usually through a free game app. 

Identity Ecosystem = Government Controlled 

Online Security  ï This is a White House inspired 

plan by the Obama Administration that is 

supported by most of the U.S. Congress. Your 

teenager should be aware that anything that is 

typed or sent online will be held in cyber space and 

accessible for eighteen months or longer. This 

information can be sold to colleges, future 

employers, landlords, police departments and the 

list goes on. What they send online will be a direct 

reflection on their character when a search is done. 

Make young people aware of the consequences of 

poor choices now.  

National Identity Card ï The technology is 

already here. This card will have all of your 

personal information including health history. Who 

will have access? 

 

If you are concerned about privacy invasion or would just 

like some additional information about any of the topics 

covered here, you may call the Consumer Financial 

Protection Bureau at 855-411-2372 in Washington D.C. or 

go online to www.consumerfinance.gov. 

 

Melody Logoyda    
ACP Executive Director 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Networks (Facebook, Twitter, Emails & Texting on 

Cell Phones) = Stolen Identities? 

Yes, it can happen. Young people are very trusting and 

are prone to give out information that is exactly what credit 

reporting agencies ask when someone attempts to pull a free 

credit report. Tell your teenagers now what not to type online 

or say/text over the phone. Do not give out any personal 

information i.e. social security numbers, date of birth, middle 

names, local banks, address, previous streets or addresses,  

school name/location, school loan info, personal loan info, 

motherôs maiden name, or current and previous phone numbers. 

This is the type of information that cyber scammers can use to 

breech accounts and the act is called smishing for cell phone 

users, similar to phishing online. Never click on a link through 

a text or call the number on your phone that says your bank 

account has been compromised through a database breach. This 

type of alert should only come through the mail. It is advisable 

to put a security freeze on your credit report when letters like 

this arrive. Do not rely on the institution to alert credit agencies, 

they are not legally obliged to do anything but notify you.  

 

Pay Day Loans = Predatory Lending 

Many of us are experienced enough to avoid paying 

50% and up for a short term loan which is why you donôt see 

Pay Day loan services in the suburbs very often. Their targets 

are the financially instable, low-income and overly trusting 

individuals who may need a quick loan to tide-them-over until 

the next paycheck. They are charged inflated interest rates for 

emergency funds which at the moment is a type of legalized 

usury. One may think that these businesses are run by the 

lowest type of money sharks or mafia related industries but 

think again; a large number of them are subsidiaries of big, 

national banks. No, not your local bank but the big guys who 

lobby congress in ever increasing waves of gimmeeism, like a 

bad child. Where do they target? 

Cities = college students ï Is your child going to 

attend a college in or near a city? Tell them how to 

avoid these financial traps. They are targets. 

Military Bases = new recruits and/or academy 

cadets ï It is against military rules for service men and 

women to financially engage with predatory lenders, 

they will be discharged if discovered. They are targets. 

Low Income Neighborhoods = poor credit 

individuals and families ï High school graduates do 

not have the funds necessary to obtain a mortgage or 

rent in the suburbs. Neither do college graduates with 

large student loan debt, the unemployed or 

underemployed, and many minority and migrant 

communities. They are targets. 

ON LINE = anyone ï internet predatory lending is an 

increasing virtual presence that has become hard to 

regulate. 
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TARGET ï AMERICAN YOUTH!!!    What Your Teenager Needs to Know 

 
I recently attended a Consumer Action conference and learned a great deal of information that needs to be made 

known to our communities here in Beaver County. It is important that we warn the next generation about the 

financial/informational pitfalls that are prevalent in our society and how they are targets. 
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 ¼ÆÌÓÊ×̃Ød­ÔÒÊd·ÊÒÔÉÊÑÎÓÌpd®ÓÈ 
828 Third Avenue, New Brighton,  

PA  15066  724-847-1433 or 
www.wagnershomecenter.com  

Family owned and operated, we pride ourselves on 
our quality products and services, offering free in -

home estimates and professional installation by 
Wagner's highly trained technicians. And all 

Wagnerôs Home Center technicians are employees, 
which mean that we use no sub -contractors!    

PA11419 

 

Electric Garage Door Sales  
1128 Pennsylvania Avenue,  

Monaca, PA  15061 

724-774-3200 or 
www.electricgaragedoorsales.com  

Electric Garage Door Openers  
Residential and Commercial 

 Parts and Service   PA042047 

Beaver Valley Remodeling  
PO Box 1, New Brighton , PA  15066    

724-728-2228 
We meet your home improvement 

needs inside and out with windows, 
deck, vinyl siding, soffit and fascia, 
gutters, roofing, concrete, painting, 
drywall, electric, kitchens, baths, 

plumbing, and ceramic tile.  
PA010253 

 

Lucci Kitchen And  

Bath Center, Inc . 
3589 Brodhead Road,  
Monaca, PA  15061  

724-774-6692 or visit us at 
luccikitchens.com  

A tradition of quality and service for over 58 
years has made Lucciõs a forerunner in 

kitchens and bathrooms 
in the Beaver County.  PAOAGH1C14192 

 

Gagne Home Improvements  
266 Marshall Road, 

 Monaca, PA  15061 * 724-775-7355   
Roof, windows, siding, soffit and 
fascia, gutters, downspouts and 
gutter cleaning ---  licensed and 

insured ---  free estimates  PA044020 

gagnehomeimprovements.com 
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Conrose Maintenance and Repair,LLC  
303 Grove Street, New Brighton, PA 15066 

Phone: 724 843-3546, Cell: 724 816-0976 

www.conrose-repair-llc.com PA004463 
Our business is dedicated to providing 

residences and  businesses with professional 
repair and general construction of the highest 
quality at truly competitive prices.  Grounds 

maintenance and repair, carpentry, electrical, 
plumbing, ramps, decks, installation, grab bars, 

toilets, tubs, etc. light construction  

 

One Way Painting 
173 Achortown Road, Beaver Falls, 

 PA  15010         PA047844                      

724-847-7725 or onewaypaintingpa.com 
Skip Miles has been in business for 14 

years specializing in painting, roofing, 

remodeling, drywall and siding. 

One Contractor Who Can Do It All. 

 

F.D. Strano Sales 
997 Merchant Street 
Ambridge, PA  15009 

724-266-8899 or fdstrano.com  
F.D. Strano Sales & Four Seasons 
Sunrooms offers window and door 

installation and a complete line of patio 
enclosures, solariums, conservatories 

and porch covers. PA12929 

Abbey Carpet  
Heritage Place Gallery of Floors  

105 Pleasant Drive 
Aliquippa, PA  15001 

724-378-1925 or 
beavercountypa.abbeycarpet.com  
Flooring, Carpeting, Ceramic Tile  

PA049913 

JORDAN HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
2100 Sheffield Road 

Aliquippa, PA 15001    PA007719 

724-375-1149 or 800-822-3559 
Repair and installation of roofs, 

siding, windows, soffit and fascia, 
gutters and downspouts 

 

SKERLEC CONTRACTING INC. 
    3578 BRODHEAD ROAD 

       MONACA PA 15061 

              PHONE: 724-775-5611 

          RESIDENTIAL COMMERICIAL. INDUSTRIAL      

FREE ESTIMATES/ CONSULTATIONS 

skerlec_contracting@yahoo.com  

PA6338  

 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
 

Our Business Members are so very important to us for so 
many reasons.  We thank them for the financia l support 
they give the ACP and are grateful that as local business 
owners, they make a conscious effort to be the best they 
can be, for themselves and for the customers they serve.  

 

http://www.wagnershomecenter.com/
mailto:skerlec_contracting@yahoo.com
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char·ac·ter (k r k-t r)  

 
1. The combination of qualities or 

features that distinguishes one person, 

group, or thing from another.  

2. A distinguishing feature or attribute, 

as of an individual, group, or category 

 

Seldom does an individual embody 

a definition so completely as Gene.   Gene is a 

character and Gene has character.  This is what sets 

him apart from the rest of us and this is what endears 

him to us.   

 

In his 5 1/2 years of volunteer service here at the 

Alliance for Consumer Protection he has given us the 

best of his character and we have watched time and 

time again how that character has proved beneficial 

when mediating a consumerõs situation.  He feels good 

about being a part of an organization that works for the 

consumer and has taken part in 

helping them from contractor 

scams to landlord situations.   

 

When asked what he enjoys most 

about volunteering, Gene answers 

that it is talking with people and 

dealing with the public.  It is so 

evident that he thrives on the 

personal contact and he aligns 

himself with ample opportunities to do so.  He has 

gone to the Beaver Valley Mall every month for the last 

five years during Senior Citizen Day to promote ACP 

and to let the seniors know there is help for them when 

they feel they have nowhere else to turn.  He spends 

time at the Senior Center at the Mall and is truly an 

uplifting force that can change the tempo of a room. 

 

But Gene does not stop there.  Even after working for 

39 years as a teamster, retiring and working again at 

Ponderosa Park in Salem, Ohio, and retiring again, he 

was president of the AARP for six years.  For six years 

he has set on the Auction Committee at the Fairview 

Grange and frequents other auctions and flea markets.  

This is a man who can find rhubarb if you need it!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every Wednesday evening you will find Gene at the 

Vanport Fire Hall where he runs the kitchen.  Kitchen 

duty is not foreign to him as he was in the Navy as a 

young man during WWII and spent 20 months 

offshore Shanghai, China on the Flag Ship as the shipõs 

cook.  He laughs when he talks of the night, while 

anchored in the Wong Po River, he and others walked 

the gang plank to a sand pan boat and rode the 

rickshaw thru Shanghai going from bar to bar.  He was 

the hero when his commander, after having a little too 

much to drink, needed a little help ôhomeõ.  Gene 

threw him right over his shoulder and carried him up 

the gang plank.  I get the impression there are many 

more stories to tell, but thatõs for another day.   

 

When he tells me how he met his wife, I can truly 

envision the scenario.  Picture Gene cruising the streets 

of Beaver Falls with his buddy in a yellow 1936 Ford 

convertible.  They see a group of three girls cruising on 

the opposite side of the street and make conversation.  

They make conversation, and before you know it, the 

two girls have ditched the third and hopped in the car 

with Gene and his buddy.  The four dated for some 

time, but only Gene and his girl lasted.   

 

He and Evelyn went on to celebrate 58 years of 

marriage, raise two sons and eventually have five 

grandchildren and three great grandchildren.  He 

lovingly cared for her during the last years of her life. 

 

Itõs hard to imagine, but this man 

has time to deer hunt and has been 

doing so since he was 15 years of 

age. The picture to the right shows a 

proud moment when at 7:15 am in 

2003 on the first day of deer season, 

he was able to take down a twelve 

point.   

 

A true testimony to staying busy and staying healthy, 

Gene is.  We are thankful for his energizer bunny spirit 

and for the character that he is and the character he 

displays at the Alliance for Consumer Protection. 
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A LITTLE HUMOR FOR YOUR ENJOYMENT 

 
    Tom Brady, after living a full life, died.  When he got to heaven,  
    God was showing him around.  They came to a modest little house  
    with  a faded Patriotõs flag in the window.  òThis house is yours for  
      eternity, Tomó, said God.  òThis is very special; not everyone gets a  
   house up here.ó  Tom felt special, indeed and walked up to his house.   
On his way up the porch, he noticed an other house just around the corner.  It was a 3 -story 
mansion with a black and gold sidewalk, a 50 foot tall flagpole with an enormous Steelers 
logo flag, and in every window, a Terrible Towel.  
 
Tom looked at God and said, òGod, Iõm not trying to be ungrateful, but I have a question.  I  
was an all-pro quarterback, I hold many NFL records, and I even went to the Hall of Fame.ó 
God said, òSo whatõs your point Tom?ó  òWell, why does Ben Rothlisberger get a better house 
than me?ó   
 

                 God chuckled and said, òTom, thatõs not Benõs house, itõs mine.ó 

 
 

Chic For Less 
  

7ÈÏ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÃÌÏÓÅÔ ÆÕÌÌ ÏÆ '5%33ȟ $ÏÌÃÅ Ǫ 'ÁÂÂÁÎÁȟ 'ÕÃÃÉȟ #ÈÁÎÅÌȟ 0ÒÁÄÁȟ ÏÒ 
!ÒÍÁÎÉ ÃÌÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÃÅÓÓÏÒÉÅÓȩ  ) ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ) ×ÏÕÌÄȢ "ÕÔ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ expensive and renowned 
clothing can ÂÅ ÂÏÕÇÈÔ ÆÏÒ Á ÒÅÁÓÏÎÁÂÌÅ ÐÒÉÃÅȣ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÐÁÔÉÅÎÃÅȟ ÁÎÄ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÌÏÏËȢ /Î ÍÏÓÔ 
ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÒ ÃÌÏÔÈÉÎÇȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÒË ÕÐ ÉÓ ÔÒÉÐÌÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÏÔÈÅÓ ×ÅÒÅÎȭÔ ÓÏ ÕÐÓÃÁÌÅȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒ ÌÁÄÉÅÓ 
(and gentlemen), there is a way to get the wardrobe of your dreams without completely depleting your 
savings.   

/ÎÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÏ ×ÁÉÔ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȭÓ ÌÉÎÅ ÏÆ ÃÌÏÔÈÅÓ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÏÕÔȢ 4ÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÙÅÁÒ 
×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÓÅÁÓÏÎȭÓ ÃÌÏÔÈÅÓ ÃÏÍÅ ÏÕÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÓÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÃÌÏÔÈÉÎg all goes on clearance. Instead of 
paying $100 for a shirt, you may be able to get it for around $20 or less. Even though your attire may end 
ÕÐ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÌÁÓÔ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȟ ËÅÅÐ ÉÎ ÍÉÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÏÆ ÁÎ ÉÎÃÒÅÄÉÂÌÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÌÌ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅÄ ÂÒÁÎÄ 
that will be noticed wherever you go.  

The other way that you can get remarkable prices on marvelous designer clothes is to go to a store 
like TJ Maxx or Marshalls, stores that carry well-known brand names for less. Why go directly to a GUESS 
store and buy a piece of apparel that will cost you four times more than the same piece of clothing at 
-ÁÒÓÈÁÌÌÓȩ +ÅÅÐ ÉÎ ÍÉÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔȭÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÂÕÙȟ ÎÏÔ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÂÕÙ ÉÔȢ  

2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÈÉÎÔÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÓÈÏÐÐÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÃÌÏÔÈÉÎÇȠ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÂÒÅÁË ÙÏÕÒ ÂÁÎË ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÔÅÓÔ 
and most fashionable clothing. But also keep in mind thÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÒ 
ÃÌÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÌÏÏË ÆÁÂÕÌÏÕÓȣ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÌÌ ÉÎ ÈÏ× ÙÏÕ ×ÅÁÒ ÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÌÏÏË ÐÈÅÎÏÍÅÎÁÌȟ 
then other people will believe it too.  

Natalie Patura, Intern 
         Blackhawk High School 
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SRSA, INC. 
Snow Response Specialists & 

Associates, Inc. - srsainc.com  
2559 Darlington Road ,Beaver Falls, 

PA  15010 724-847-2027 
See our website for a variety of other 
services offered for your commercial 

needs. 

 

 
George M. Brobeck CO. Inc . 

3417 Broadhead Road 
Aliquippa PA .15001 
Phone: 724-775-8872 

http://www.brobecksystems.com /  
Residential & Commercial Security  

Fire Alarm Systems 
PA29466 

 

Housing Authority Of 

Beaver County  
300 State Street, Beaver, PA  15009  

724-775-1220 or 
www.beavercountyhousing.org  

Carl DeChellis, Director 
In addition to renting and managing 

subsidized apartments/townhouses all over 
Beaver County, we have also organized the 
Beaver County Home Buyer program which 
assists first-time home buyers in purchasing 

newly rehabbed homes 

DeBona & DeBona 

Marketing Concepts 
841 Ridge Road,Ambridge, Pa  15003 

Phone: 724 266-5410 

debona@townplanner.com 
Publishers of The Town Planner 

Community Calendar 

ñBuilding communications between the 

businesses, community organizations and 

the families in the community.ò 

 

Greater Allegheny Financial 

Group 
131 Pleasant Drive, Suite #2U, 

Aliquippa, PA  15001  724-375-5333 or 

www.gafgroup.com 
Financial planners assisting clients with 

investment advice, financial and 
retirement planning.  We provide bond 

investments and sell life, health, 
property, casualty and long term 
insurance.  Offices in Center and 

Monroeville 

WESTREN & SOUTHERN 
FINANCIAL GROUP  

1210 Maple St. Ext. 
Coraopolis, PA., 15108 

Yates Rich 412-916-5864 
Dan Onufryk ð 412- 759-0192 

WITH OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE SERVING THE  

BEAVER COUNTY AREA IN INSURANCE AND 

INVESTMENTS  
LICENSED in OHIO and WEST 

Homer Nine and Sons, Inc  
415 Mulberry St., Beaver, PA 15009 

724-774-4405 
homer9@homer9.com  

Established in 1943 
furnaces, air conditioners, heat 
pumps, water heaters, boilers, 

humidifie rs, etc.  PA5633 
PA5633 

 

Humbert Heating and Air 

Conditioning 
801 Allaire Avenue 

Monaca, PA  15061 

724-774-5043 or 

www.humbertheating.com 

 

24 hour emergency service, 365 

Beaver Valley Sheet Metal  
1215 Pennsylvania Avenue 

 Monaca, PA 15061 

www.beavervalleysheetmetal.com  
724-775-7300 PA003285  

"Keeping you warm - keeping you cool" 
since 1956 

Residential and commercial sales and 
service.  Air conditioners, furnaces, heat 

pumps, boilers, water heaters, humidifiers, 

air cleaners, geothermal.  

Financial 

Heating & Air Conditioning  

Marketing 

Housing 

Security 

Funeral Homes 

Snow Removal 

Because of the commitment to excellence 
these local business exhibit, we urge you to 
support them when considering your needs.   

 

http://www.beavercountyhousing.org/
mailto:debona@townplanner.com
http://www.gafgroup.com/

